
©2008 Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum, Inc.  All rights reserved. 

 

 
TELL ME SOMETHING GOOD: 
MUSIC AND THE LANGUAGE ARTS  

 
Get Ready to Rock!  A Pre-Visit Guide for the Class room Teacher 

 

Class description: 
Many songs tell stories, describing characters and their adventures in particular places at particular 

times.  This class looks at some of the great stories of rock and roll and examines how lyrics establish a 
setting, develop a plot, and are reinforced by the musical aspects of the song.  Through exciting recorded 
performances by Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Inductees, students learn how narrative is developed in 
popular song.  They act out the adventures of deep sea diving with the Beatles’ “Yellow Submarine;” they 
retell the story of Chuck Berry’s “Johnny B. Goode” by drawing the song’s sequence of events; and they 
dance along with the characters of Sam Cooke’s “Everybody Loves to Cha-Cha-Cha.”   

 
Class objectives: 
As a result of this class, students will be better able to: 

1. respond to stories told in songs by summarizing main ideas, noting significant details, and 
supporting interpretations with references to text (both lyrics and instrumental aspects). 

2. identify narrative elements (characters, setting, point of view) and retell the plot sequence. 
3. explain how an author’s choice of words expresses ideas, appeals to the senses, and suggests 

mood. 
 
NOTE:  Preview all materials for appropriateness prior to classroom use. 
 
Selected songs (listed by performer): 
The Beatles, “Yellow Submarine”  Sam Cooke, “Everybody Loves to Cha Cha Cha” 
Chuck Berry, “Johnny B. Goode”  Bruce Springsteen, “Erie Canal” 
 
Pre-visit activities for your classroom: 

1. Select a song that tells a story (such as Johnny Cash’s “Five Feet High and Rising,” the traditional 
“Erie Canal,” the Supremes’ performance of the Rodgers and Hart song, “Johnny One Note,” or 
current tunes familiar to your students.)  Obtain copies of lyrics, and play the song as students read 
along.  Assign students to retell the story and identify the story’s narrative elements: setting, 
characters, plot, etc.  Discuss ways that singing a story is different from telling a story without 
music. 

2. Review the elements of narrative with your students and introduce selected vocabulary that 
students will encounter during the program (submarine, sea, waves, log cabin, band, guitar, 
practice, guitar).  Assign students to work in groups to write a story that uses several new words as 
well as additional words students are studying in class.  Identify the narrative elements in each 
story. 
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Key Words and Definitions 
 
 
Setting:   The narrative element that describes where and when a story takes place:  the time and place of 

a story 
   
Characters:   The narrative element that describes who is involved in a story’s events: the people or 

animals a story is about 
   
Plot:   The narrative element that describes the events that happen in a story and often includes a problem 

and a solution 
   
Point of view:   The narrative element that describes who is telling the story and whether the storyteller 

talks about events that happen to him/her or someone else 
 
Narrator:   The storyteller who describes the events of the plot, the story’s setting, and tells readers what 

characters know and do in a story:  someone who tells a story 
 
Lyrics:   The words of a song, often arranged in sections of verses and choruses 
  
Verse:   A section of lyrics that tells part of the song’s story and is similar to a verse in a poem 
 
Chorus:  A special verse that repeats the same words in a song and usually follows a verse 
 
 


