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“THE MESSAGE":
THE BIRTH OF HIP-HOP CULTURE

GET READY TO ROCK! A PRE-VISIT GUIDE FOR TEACHERS

TARGET GRADE LEVEL:
7-12 grades

CLASS DESCRIPTION:

In the early 1970s the Bronx borough of New York City was home to the beginning of hip-hop culture. By the
1980s, rap recordings took the voices of inner-city life into the mainstream, spreading it around the United
States. Since then, parts of hip-hop culture - including the MC, the DJ, the graffiti writer and the break dancer -
have become some of the most important forms of expression for young people on the planet. In this class,
students will learn about this history, along with the musical tracks and vocal raps of “old school” artists such as
Grandmaster Flash and the Furious Five, Afrika Bambaataa, and Queen Latifah - musicians who sent a “message”
to American audiences about what life was like in inner-city communities. Explore the history of the sound that
changed American popular music forever.

OBIJECTIVES:
As a result of this class, students will be better able to
1. Analyze and evaluate lyrics in order to comprehend themes related to inner city life and hip-hop
culture.
2. Explain how the character of a place reflects a society’s economics, politics, and values.
3. Describe how social events and technological innovations during specific historical periods have
influenced the development of music, art, and dance.

RELATED OHIO ACADEMIC CONTENT STANDARDS:

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS SOCIAL STUDIES FINE ARTS—MUSIC
Reading Process: Concepts of Print, People in Societies Historical, Cultural and Social
Comprehension Strategies and Self- 5 Benchmark A Contexts
Monitoring Strategies 6-8 Benchmark C 5-8 Benchmark B, C
5-7 Benchmark B, C 9-10 Benchmark A 9-12 Benchmark B
8-10 Benchmark B Geography Analyzing and Responding
11-12 Benchmark B 5 Benchmark A, B, D 5-8 Benchmark A, C
Reading Applications: Literary Text 6-8 Benchmark D 9-12 Benchmark A, D
5-7 Benchmark E, G 9-10 Benchmark A Valuing Music/Aesthetic Reflection
8-10 Benchmark F, G 11-12 Benchmark A 5-8 Benchmark A, B, C
11-12 Benchmark D, E Economics 9-12 Benchmark A, B
Communication: Oral and Visual 6-8 Benchmark C Connections, Relationships,
5-7 Benchmark A 11-12 Benchmark B Applications
8-10 Benchmark A 5-8 Benchmark B, C, D
11-12 Benchmark A 9-12 Benchmark A, D
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SUGGESTED PREPARATION ACTIVITY:

FIVE BOROUGHS OF NEW YORK CITY

In order to fully understand hip-hop culture, students will need to become acquainted with its birthplace in the
Bronx borough of New York City. In this geography activity, students use the “Five Boroughs” description sheet
and map to discover the location, size, population, and cultural landmarks of each of New York City’s five
boroughs. Teachers can extend the activity by having students research another city in Ohio and compare it to
New York. (See attached map and worksheets.)

EXAMPLES TO BE DISCUSSED IN CLASS:

NOTE: Preview all materials for appropriateness for your students.

Jay-Z. “Empire State of Mind (clean).” The Blueprint 3, 2009.

Sugarhill Gang. “Rapper’s Delight” Rapper ' s197®@el i ght ,
Chic. “Good Times.” Risqué, 1979.

Grandmaster Flash and the Furious Five. “Freedom.” Freedom, 1980.
Grandmaster Flash and the Furious Five. “The Message.” The Message, 1982.
Queen Latifah. “Ladies First.” All Hail the Queen, 1989

Free, streaming videos of most performances can be found on www.youtube.com or blip.fm
Free, streaming audio tracks of most songs can be found on www.grooveshark.com or blip.fm

SPONSORED IN PART BY

©2009 Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum, Inc. All rights reserved. ﬁ\ ROCK AND ROLL
TARGET . HALL OF FAME + MUSEUM


http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.blip.fm/
http://www.grooveshark.com/
http://www.blip.fm/

GLOSSARY

Black pride:

Block party:

Break dancing:

Community:

Culture:
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A concept spread by the Black Power movement that encouraged holding and spreading positive attitudes
about African-American communities and heritage

An outdoor public party organized by the residents of a neighborhood or city block; Afrika Bambaataa’s
organization, Universal Zulu Nation, sponsored block parties in the Bronx where community members would

break dance to new music being played and manipulated on turntables.

A style of dancing that combined older funk music dance elements with innovative moves at hip-hop parties
for enjoyment and later dance contests

A group of people with a common characteristic or interest living together within a larger society

The customary beliefs, social forms, and material traits of a racial, religious, or social group; the
characteristic features of everyday existence shared by people in a place or time, such as “popular culture”

Disc Jockey (DJ): A person who presents and comments on popular records music, most often on the radio or in a dance

Economy:

Graffiti:

Hip-hop:

Club; in hip-hop, the DJ will often alter the sound of records played on a turntable by scratching, playing the
break, or looping.

The structure or conditions of economic life in a country, area, or period; systems for trading goods and
services

In the context of hip-hop culture, a kind of art that combines tags, stylized lettering, and eye-catching
images or colors; often created with spray paint to decorate abandoned buildings or mark public spaces

A predominantly African-American cultural movement that developed in the Bronx, a borough of New York
City, in the mid-1970s; consists of graffiti, break dancing, turntablism, rapping, and other expressive forms;
the musical parts of hip-hop consisted of DJs playing breaks and scratching records on turntables with MCs
rapping over the beats. The term is frequently used within mainstream media as a stylistic category for the
music.

Master of Ceremonies (MC): MCs, or rappers as they became known, were incorporated by DJs in order to present a

more exciting and professional show. While MCs initially only made announcements with a microphone,
they eventually developed the style of rap and became a focal point of the group.

New York City: A city and port in South East New York State located at the mouth of the Hudson River; includes the

Turntables:

Urban:

Rap:
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boroughs of Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens, and Staten Island; population 8,363,710

The most common device for playing recorded sound of records from the 1870s through the 1980s;
turntables and vinyl records remain popular for “scratching” in hip-hop music, though for recording use it
has largely been replaced by the sampler or compact disc. The person who plays music on a turntable is
called a DJ, or disc jockey.

Relating to or concerned with a city or densely populated area

A vocal style characterized by semi-spoken rhymes declaimed over a rhythmic musical backing
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FIVE BOROUGHS OF NEW YORK CITY ACTIVITY

NAME: DATE:

New York City is the largest city in the United State and one of the largest cities in the world. It is comprised of 5
areas, or municipal corporations, called boroughs. Together, these boroughs have a total land area of over 800
square miles and are home to over 8 million people. The five boroughs include: Queens, Brooklyn, Staten Island,
the Bronx, and Manhattan.

QUEENS:

Queens in the largest of the five boroughs, covering 283 square miles. It is located at the western end of Long
Island just northeast of Brooklyn. It has a population of 1.9 million people. Both New York City airports,
LaGuardia and John F. Kennedy, are located in Queens. Other landmarks found in Queens include Citi Field,
home of the New York Mets, and the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center, where the U.S. Open is
played.

BROOKLYN:

Brooklyn is the most populous of the five boroughs and second in land area. Over 2.3 million people reside in
this borough which is approximately 182 square miles in size. Up until 1898, it was its own separate city and was
the third largest at the time. Brooklyn is located southwest of Queens and is separated from lower Manhattan
by the East River. It is known for the Brooklyn Museum, Brooklyn Botanic Garden, and Coney Island, a popular
beach and amusement park.

STATEN ISLAND:

Staten Island is the third largest borough in size and is the least populated. It encompasses 150 square miles
and maintains a population of over 370,000. It is the southern most of the five boroughs and is actually closer to
New Jersey than it is to the rest of the city. In fact, Staten Island is connected to the rest of New York City by
only one bridge, the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge.

THE BRONX:

The Bronx is the fourth largest borough in land mass at 109 square miles. It is also fourth largest in regards to
population at 1.2 million people. It is the northern most borough and is separated from Manhattan by the
Harlem River. During the 1970’s, this borough lost over 20% of its population to suburban migration and
therefore fell victim to decay. Over the last 20 years, the city has invested many efforts to revive this borough.
Key landmarks in the Bronx include the Bronx Zoo and Yankee Stadium.

MANHATTAN:

Manhattan is the smallest of the five boroughs at 73 square miles. Although its 1.5 million people make it the
third largest in population, it is the densest of the five boroughs. Manhattan is home to most of the large
skyscrapers that symbolize the city and its role as the leading financial center for the country. Famous buildings
in Manhattan include the Empire State Building and the Chrysler Building. The twin towers of the World Trade
Center were also located in lower Manhattan. This borough is where much of the city’s cultural identity is
maintained through such attractions as Times Square, Central Park, and the many theaters of Broadway.
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FIVE BOROUGHS OF NEW YORK CITY ACTIVITY
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FIVE BOROUGHS OF NEW YORK CITY ACTIVITY

NAME: DATE:

Research your own or another a large city in your state and discover how it compares to New York City
and each of the five boroughs.

City Name:

State:

Size (land area in square miles):

Population:

Which NYC borough is it closest to in size?

Which NYC borough is it closest to in population?

What are some famous landmarks located in this city (buildings, airports, bridges, sports
stadiums, museums, zoos, etc.)?
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